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THE BETRAYER. 5 

where all this white Jesus has been enduring his 
great agony. Yes; this is the place where Judas 
tells them they will be so sure to find him. Now, 
then, is the time for the lanterns and the torches 
to be used. They are saved the search. Step¬ 
ping out suddenly into the clear moonlight, 
Jesus himself stands before them, and calmly 
says, " Whom seek ye V There are many in that 
band who know him well enough, but there is 
not one of them who has eourage to answer— 
'• Thee.” A creeping awe is already on their spirits. 
They leave it to others, to those who know him 
hut by name, to say, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus 

said it, they go backward, and fall every one to 
the ground. Has some strange sight'met their 
eye, has Jesus been momentarily transfigured as on 

cealed glory burst forth upon them, or is it some 
inward terror shot by a hand invisible through 
their hearts 1 Whatever the sfxdl be that has 
stripped them of all strength, and driven them 

season. He who suddenly laid it on as quickly 








THE BETRAYAL . 


tiou and relief, shadowed forth in this outward in¬ 
cident of the Kcdeeraer'slife, ,l Take me” lie said, 
“ but let those go their way.” It was to throw a 
protecting shield over the little flock behind Mm, 
that he put forth liis great power over that mixed 
multitude before him, and made them feel how 
wholly they were within his grasp. It was to 
acquire for the time such a mastery over them 

It was no part of their purpose beforehand to 
have done so. They proved this, when, the tem¬ 
porary impression over, they seiy,vd the young 

of the city, whom they took to be one of Lis 
disciples, and who with difficulty escaped out of 
their hands. 

saw, in the freedom and safety of the disciples 
thus secured, a fulfilment of the Lord’s own say¬ 
ing in the prayer of the Supper-chamber, " Them 
that thou gavest me I have kept, ami none of 

loved disciple saw nothing ln:yond such protection 
from common earthly danger in the expression 














we would at once have yielded; how it carries 
us over obstacles that at other times Would at 
once have stopped us ; nay, more, and what per 
haps is the most striking feature of the whole, 
how the very interferences, which otherwise we 
should Imve been grateful for, are resented ; how 
the very appeals intended and fitted to arrest, 
become as so many goads driving ns on the 

with Judas. And let us not think that we have 

human wickedness. We should be nearer the 
truth, I fancy, if we took him »x an average spo¬ 
nsion. once that it has got the lordship, may 

reason to believe of Judas, that from the first 
he was an utterly abandoned reprobate. Our 
Lord we scarcely can believe would have ad¬ 
mitted such u man to the number of the twelve. 
Can it be believed of him that when he first joined 




US not think of him that Tic was utterly heartless 
—that he had a conscience seared as with o Hot 

"What, then, is the true explanation of his c.ha 
TReter and career i Let us assume that, when 
he first united himself to Christ, it was not 
intentionally of deliberate, design to tun) that 
connexion into a source of profit. .He found, how- 

couM he so employed. The little company that 
he kid joined hail chosen him to he their treasurer, 
to bold and to dispense the slender funds which 
they possessed. Those who are fond of money, 
as. he was, are generally careful in the keeping, 
thrifty in their use of it. .Judas had those facul- 

of trust, to him so terribly dangerous. The temp- 

became a pilferer from that srusdl bag. Little 
as it had to feed upon, the passion grew’. It 
grew, for It had no higher principle, no betteT 
feeding, to control or conquer it. It grew, till he 
began to picture to himself what untold wealth 
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threw off that reserve and disguise which he had 
so long and so studiously preserved, and take to 
himself his power and set up his kin S dom^a 
kingdom which he, in common with all the 
apostles, believed was to he a visible uud tem¬ 
poral one. It grew, till ho became quite im¬ 
patient of-the intolerable delay. At the sapper 
in Bethany, it vexed him to see that spikenard 
box of ointment, which might have been sold for 
three hundred pence, wasted on what* seemed to 

homage. It vexed -him still more to hear his 
Master rebuke the irritation ho had displayed, 
and speak now once again, as he had been doing 
so often lately, of his death and burial, as if the 
splendid vision of fiis kingdom was never to be 
realized. Could nothing be done to force his 
Master on to exercise his kingly power ? These 
Scribes and Pliariaees, who hated so bitterly, de¬ 
sired nothing so much as to get him into their 

which Judas knew that he possessed ?. At least, 
if that were done, things could not remain any 

















healing virtue; but an act which showed how 
full of almighty power that hand was which gave 
itself up to the cords of the binder. Then said 
Jesus to Peter, “Put up again thy sword into his 
place : for all they that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword Thinkost thou that 1 cannot 
now pray to my .Father, and he shall presently 
give me nun*; than twelve legions of angels '< 3hit- 
how thou shall the Scriptures he fulfilled, that thus 
it must be? The cup which my Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it ?” He was drink¬ 
ing then, even at that time, of the same cup that 
he liad boon praying about in the garden. That- 
cup was not Lis agony in Gethsemane alone, nor 
added to that his agony upon the cross; but the 
whole volume of that grief, inward raid outward, 
which for us and for our salvation he took 
and drunk to its very dregs; a cup, not forced 
upon him by human Lands, hut put by his own 
Fathers Laud into Lis, and hy him voluntarily 
token, that the will of his Father might la; done, 
and that the Scriptures might be fulfilled. AU this 
.about the cup, and his Father, and the Scriptures, 
spoken for the instruction and reproof of Peter. 






must have founded not a little strange to those 
chief priests and scribes and eldevs who had come 
out to be present, at least, if not to take part 
in the apprehension, and who are now stand 
mg by his side. But for them, too, there must 
be a word to show them that he is after all u 
very brother of our race, who feels as any other 
innocent man would feel if bound thus, and Jed 
away as a malefactor. “ And Jesus said unto the 
chief priests, and captains of the temple, and the 
elders, which were como to him, Be yc comb out, 
as against a thief, with swords and staves ? When 
1 was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched 
forth no hands against me; but this is your hour, 
and the power of darkness.” A short hour of 
fancied triumph theirs; the power of darkness 
permitted for a short season to prevail: b.ut be¬ 
yond that hour, light, and a full, glorious, eternal 
triumph his, 

“ Then all the disciples forsook him and fled/’ 
Xlwt utlcr desertion had lieen one of the inci- 

foresecing eye had already fixed. "The hour 
cometh,” he had said to them in the upper chain • 








ends, find objects. In living and dying as be did, not 
one could comprehend. Spiritually, all through¬ 
out, the loneliest man that ever lived was Jesus 
Christ. But there, were hours when that soli¬ 
tude deepened upon his soul. So was it in the 
garden, when, a stone-cast distance off from the 
nearest on earth, even that broken, imperfect 

ing with him in his great sorrow might have sup¬ 
plied, was denied to hiio, and uu angel had to 
he sent from heaven to cheer the forsaken one of 
earth So was 'it upon the cross, in that dread 
moment, when he could no longer even say, “ I 
am not alone, for mv Father is with me;” when 
there burst from his dying lips that cry—aery 
from Ihe darkest, deepest, dreariest loneliness 
intOgjrliich a pure and holy spirit ever passed 
—“ MjWJod, my God, why hast thou foraakeu 

Shall we pity him,—in that lonely life, these 
lonely sufferings, that lonely death ? Our pity lie 
does not ask, Shall wo sympathize with him? 
Oursympathy ho does not need But let us stand 
by the brink of that deep and awful gulf into which 




ami fled. 


however, recovered speedily from their 

; regained Ida self-possession, and return 
a footsteps followed the band which con- 
ws to the residence of the Kigli JMest 
done, and so far behind the others, he 





MSTOUA.Ti0N OK ST. PETEK. 29 

The strong light of the kindling fire, falling upon 
that group of face's, her eye fell upon Peter’s. 
That surely, it oueurjxjd to her, as she looked at it, 
was the face of the mail whom she had admitted 
a few minutes ago, of whose features she had 
i-aught, a glim]>se as he passed by. She looks again, 
and looks mow: earnestly. 1 Her first- impression is 
confirmed It is John’s friend ; that Galileans 
friend; some friend too, p>i doubt, of this same 
Jesus. She. says so to a companion by her side ; 
but not satisfied with that, wondering, perhaps, at 
the way in which Peter was comporting himself, 
she waits till she has caught his eye, and going up 
to him she says : “ Art not thou also one of this 
man's disciples?”—a short, nhmpt, peremptory, 
unexpected challenge. It takes Peter entirely 
by surprise. It throws him wholly off his guard. 
There they are, the eyes of all those men mound 
now turned inquiringly upon him; and there slut 
is-* a woman lie knows nothing of—perhaps had 
scarcely noticed as he passed quickly through the 
porch,—a woman who can know nothing about 
him, yet putting that pert question, to which, if 











Master as ho could get, yet inviting no scrutiny, 
exposing himself to no detection. 

That first false act committed, how natural 
with Fetor was all that followed! ITis position, 
mtioc taken, had to he supported, had to„be made . 
stronger and stronger to meet the renewed and 

of iniquity. The fatal step is the first one,' taken j 
often thoughtlessly, almost unconsciously, fhitl 
our feet get hopelessly entangled; the weighty 
that drags us along the incline gets at every step' r 
the heavier, till onward, downward we go into, 
depths that our eyes at the first would have' 
shuddered to contemplate, our souls revolting at' 
the thought that wo should ever have been found 
there. In this matter, then, of denying our Lord 
and Master Jesus Christ, let us not tie high- _ 
minded, but fear’; and, taking our special warn 

ever happen that we are thrown into the society 

cause of the Redeemer, let us beware lest, hiding 
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that formed the external agency which our Omd 

the sluggish memory and quickening the dead 
conscience of the apostle. And sluggish memo- 

awakened by striking outward providences eo 
operating with the Word and with the Spirit l 
Have none of us teen startled thus, as Peter was, 
amid our denials or betrayals of our Master ? 
Let us bless the instrument, whatever it may be, 
by which so valuable a service is rendered, and 
see in its employment only another proof of the 
thoughtful, loving earo of him who would not let 

being taken to alanu and to recover. 

Let us believe, however, that of the two—the 
sound unci the look—the chief power and virtue 
lay in the latter. "The Lo^. turned.” He tamed 
from facing those scowling judges ; from listening 
to all the false testimony brought forward against 
him; from bearing all the insults that masters 
and servants were heaping upon hiui; from all the 
excitements of a trial which he knew was to end 
in his condemnation unto death. Forgetful of 
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him. Had lie never thought, of these words till 

have allowed the fust cook-crowing to pass by 
unheeded, but how could that whole hour* which 

without the striking warning occurring once to 
his memory ? Very strange it seems to us; but 
very strange are the woods and passions of the 
mind- what is remembered by it, and what for¬ 
gotten, when. some new strong tide of thought and 
feeling rushes into, fills, and agitates the soul 
In the strange, unexpected, perilous position in 
which he had so suddenly been placed, Peter had 
forgotten all;— the meeting of the upper cham¬ 
ber, the triple warning, the “ Verily, verily, I say 
unto you,” which had then sounded in his care. 
But now, as if the awakened memory, by the very 
fulness and vividueas of its recall, would repair 
the past forgetfulness, he secs ah, hears all again. 
Those words of warning are anew ringing in his 
ears, and as he thinks how fearfully exact the ful¬ 
filment of those forgotten predictions of his Master 
has been, a sense of guilt and shame oppresses him. 
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or what to do in the future, suggest to some of 
them the thought of taking up again their earlier 
occupation. Seven of them are walking together 
one evening by the lake side. It is the best hour 
of all the day for fishing in it The lake looks 

expected a first proposal of this kind to come 
-■-says to them, “1 go a fishing.” They all 
go with him. They toil all the night, but catol* 
aothiug. As illuming breaks, they see a man 
standing on the shore, seen but dimly through 
the haze, but near enough to let his voice be 
beard across the water. ** Children,” he says, 
"have ye any meat?” They toll him they have 
none. ” Cast the net,” be replies, “ on the right 
side of the ship, and ye shall find. And now 
they are not able to draw it for the multitude of 
fishes.” This could scarcely fail to recall to the 
memory of some at least within the bogt, that 
other miraculous draught of fishes, by which, 
now nearly three years before, three out of the 













sons !• No longer any comparing himself with pr 
setting himself above others,—the old Peter-like 
frankness and fervour m the "Yea, Lord, J love 
thee/' but a new humility in it, for he will not say 
how much he loves, still less will venture to say 
that lie loves more than others; and a still deeper 
humility in it, for he will not offer his own tes¬ 
timony as to the love he. feels, he will trust no 
more that deceitful heart of his, nor ask his Lord 
to trust it, but throwing himself upon another 
knowledge of that heart which had proved to be 
better than its ftwn, he says, “Yea, Lord, thou 
knmiwt tluit I love thee." Our Lord’s fepty is a 
most emphatic affirmative response to this appeal 


It is as if he bad said at large, * Yes, Simon Lar- 
joiis. I do know that thou Invest me. I know, too, 
that thou wouldet make no boast of thy love, nor 
in that or anything else set thyself any longer 
above thy fellows, and now, that these thy hre 
tliren might know and see it too, how hearty thy 
penitence has been, how thoroughly it has doue 
its humbling work, and how readily 1 own and 
acknowledge thee as bping all to me thou ever 
wert; therefore now, in presence of these brethren, 








TUB SANHEDRIM. 53 

aty informal examination recorded in the eigh 
teenth 1 chapter of the Gospel of St. John. He'was 
to lie formally tried, with show at least of law, 
before the Sanhedrim, the highest of the Jewish 

time was needed to call the members of that court 
together, and to consult as to the conduct of the* 
trial Annas was there from the first, awaiting thf 
return of the band sent out to arrest the Savour. 
His son-in-law (,'aiaphas was in all likelihood by 
Ids side, eager both hud ready to proceed. Bui 
they could not*act without their colleagues, nor 
pronounce any sentence, which they miglrtfccall 

execute. Whilst the messengers, however, are 
spatchedto summon them, and the members of 
Sanhedrim are gathering, Annas may prepare 
way by sounding Christ, in afar-oft; unofficial, con¬ 
versational manner, and may perhaps extract from 
his replies some good material upon which' the 
court may afterward proceed. Calling Jesus before 
him, he puts to him some questions about his dis¬ 
ciples, and his doctrine;-—questions fair enough. 


4.1 I 



and proper enough as to their outward form, yet 
captious and inquisitorial, intended to entangle, 
and pointing not obscurely to the two main 
chajps to he afterwards brought against him, of 
being a disturber of the public peace, and a teacher 
of blasphemous doctrines. 

. h’irat^ thfiu, about his disciples; Annas would 
%ke ty know, what this gathering of men around 

society. By what bond or pledge to one another 
were Abe member? of this new society united ; 
what secret instructions had they got; what hid- 
dci^pbjectg had they in view ? 'lliough Christ 


*fco do- that an attempt was here being made to 
organize a confederation all over the country, 
how^easy would it be to awaken the jealousy of 
the Homan authorities, and get them to believe 
that some insurrectionaiy plot was being hatched 
which it was most desirable at once to crush, by 
cutting off the ringleader. Such we know to have, 
been the impression so diligently sought to ho 
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naked and bare that hypocritical heart of his 
lay to the inspection of the questioned. “ Why 
fiskeat thou me?" Put that question, Annas, 
to thy heart, and let it answer thee, if it he not 

«yjf, “ "Why askest than me ?” Art thon really 
SO as thou pretendest to be; thou, who 

laflfit thy spies about me for well-nigh three 
year*, tracking my footsteps, watching my actions, 
reporting my words? “Why aekest thou me?” 
Dost thou really care to knAv, as these questions 
of thiue would seem to indicate V then go, "Ask 
theiErwhich heard me, what I have said unto them : 
"behold, they know what I said.” A boldness 

perhaps, our Lord might not have used, had it 
been upon his seat and in his office as President 
of the Sanhedrim that the High Priest was 
speaking to him ; bad it not been for the mean 
advantage which he was trying to take of liim; 
had it not been for the cloak of hypocrisy which, 
in trying to take that advantage, he had assumed. 
"We shall see presently that, at least, our Toni’s 
tone and manner were somewhat different when 


















curnid ? They a 

re in difficulty about their 
r ing forth many; bu^ither the 

lish agsiimt Chi 

rist, comes not up 

quired degree c 

if erimintility, or the i^nisy 

forehand, break 

down in their witne^^iring. 

firefc sight to ag 

rce; but when minutely queers. 

tioned as to th* 
more than two y 

1 words which Uiey allege th#^T 
ears before they had heard him - 

utter about the*« 

instruction of the Temple, they 

witness agree" 
breaking- down th 
Ail this time, 

The prosecution is in darker ot 
rough want, of sufficient proof, j 

, the accused has fltbserved' a --* 

provoking silence 

not—cared not 

He hears as though he heard 
were indifferent about t^e rc 

suit It ix mini 

’ than the presidjQg judge can 

eves on J<xa^ 8 

u\ ; Io him, “ Answercst Sou 

nothing?” Hus 
ijucation to pat. 

t thou nothing to say ? — no 
no explanation t.n offer, as 




62 THE TRIAL BEFORE 

to" what these witnesses testify against thee ? 
,T(wus reti^ns the look, but there is no reply : 
he staminas silent, as unmoved hs ever. Baffled, 
perplPir^rritated, the High Priest will try yet 
auofciwtf Way with him. Using the accustomed 



is our Lord’s own free and full confession, his 









aud so he lets the matter take its course. 

The pronouncing ot the sentence . ftym the 
bench was the signal for a horrible outburst of 
coarsest violence in the hall below. As if all 
"license was theirs to do with him what tkjg liked 


they (m 


is if they kt 
ild do nothing that- t 
move, perhaps enjoy- 




bound though he was, to stand there free before 
them), began to mock him, and to buffet him, and 


to spit upon him, and to cover his eyes witlyheir. 
hands, saying, us they struck at him, “ Prophesy 
to ns who it is that smilctb thee.” “ And many, 
other things blasphemously spake they against 
him.” How long ull this went on we know not. 
They had to wait till the proper hour for carry¬ 
ing Jesus* before the Homan Governor arrived, 
and it was thus that the interval was filled up; 
the meek ami the patient One, who was the object 
of all this scorn and cruelty, neither answering, 
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God.”* So tar from repudiating tliis interpreta¬ 
tion of his words, desire accepted and confirmed 

tore of what lie had said about the Fatke#&laim 

with him. 2 So vengeful in their hatred did the 
Jews of Jerusalem become, that Jesus; had to 
seek safety by retiring from Judea , fii the 
course of the twb yeais which followed, Jesus 
paid only two visits to the metropolis, and both 
were marked by outbreaks of the same implacable 
animosity. His appearance in Jerusalem at the 
Feast of Tabernacles excited such an instant and 
intense spirit of vindictiveness, that one of oof 
Lord’s first sayings to the Jews in the Temple 
was. “Why go ye about to kill me?” igo wel], 
known was the purpose of the rulers that it was 
currently said, " Is not this he whom they seek 
to kill ? , But. lo. he sneaketh holdlv^HTid thav 
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.say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed 
that this is the very Clirist ?” 1 Hear mg that such 
things were said, the rulers sent their officers to 
seize fern, hut failed in the attempt to get Lira 
into their hands. They then confronted him 
in the Temple, and openly charged him with 
bearing ^ false record about himself. A strange 
dialogue ensued, in the course of which, instead 


away, Jesus not only exalted hitnsclf above 
Abraham, in whom they boasted, but declared, 
in language which they could only understand as 


were they when ho said th; 



self invisible, and so passed through the midst 
of thorn, they would, in the heat of the mo¬ 
ment. and without troubling themselves about- 
any formal trial, have inflicted on him the doom 
of the blasphemer. Having lingered for a few' 
days longer in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, 




TO* 8AKHBDR1M. 69 

Hind, and delivered that memorable discourse 
which John has preserved to us in the 10th chap¬ 
ter of his Gospel, Jesus again retired from the 
capital On his return, two mouths afterwards, 
at the Feast of Dedication, he was met as he 
walked in the Temple in Solomon’s Torch, and 
with some show of candour ajjd anxiety, the 
question was put to him, " How long do$t thou 
make us to doubt ? if thou he the Christ, tell us 
plainly.” Jesus did not tell them so plainly as 
they desired, about Bis being the Christ, but he 
told thorn plainly enough, as he had done before, 
that he was the Son of God. “ I,” stdd.he, “and 
my Father are one. Then the Jews took ufistones 
again to stone him. Jesus answered them, Many 
good works have I showed you from inyi ftther r 
for whieh of those works do ye stoutyne ? The ’ 
Jews answered him, saying, For a good work wo 
stone thee not, but for blasphemy, and Wause 
that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 1 ' 
Again our Lord had to protect hiniBclf from the 
storm of their wrath by retreating to Persea, The 
message from the mourning sisters recalled him 
from this retreat The raisiug from the doad of a 
man so well known as Lazarus, in a village so 









imr Lord was considered as having perpetrated 
in presence of the Council was not liis having 
asserted his Messiahslnp, but his having appro¬ 
priated-the other title to himself. When, after 
Christ had given his first affirmative reply to the 
complex challenge of Caiaphas, the other judges 
interfered to interrogate the prisoner, they dropped 
all allusion to the Messiahship. “Then said they 
all, Art thou then the Son of God ?" and it was 
upon, our Lords re-assertion that he was,- -upon 
that, and that alone, that he 'was doomed to dentil 
as a blasphemer. Lor it was perfectly under¬ 
stood between the judges .and the judged, that, 
in thus speaking of himself, Jesus claimed a pe¬ 
culiar, an intrinsic affinity,—oneness in essence, 
knowledge, power, ami glory, with the Father¬ 
ing upon him as such, they were so far'right in 
regarding him as guilty of blasphemous pre¬ 
sumption. In this, theu, one of the most solemn 
moments of his 'existence, when his character was 
at stake, when life and death were trembling in 
the balance, Jesus, fully Aware of the meaning 
attached by his judges to the expression, claimed 







Christ's trial before the Jewish Sanhedrim 

strange commotion on the bench, ^ the midst of 
which the sentence vPms pronounced, and the out- 
break of brutal f iolcnce on the part of the menials 
in the hall, being ovw, there was an eagfif and. 
hurried consultation as to how that sentca^ 
which had been pronounced could most speedily 
be execute*! Had the full power of car lying 

there had been no ^difficulty ; Jesus would have 
been led out, instantly to execution. But Judea 
was now under the itornan yoke; one btmd and 
badge of its servitude being this, that while the 
old Jewish courts wft^penn itted to try and bo. 
punish minor offences, the figa! judgment of all 
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substantiate sunn.- chaise against Jesus. which, 
i n Vi late's .judgment. might bp sufficient to 
doom him to death. Ihev nad hoped that to 
saw himself the trouble of investigation. and m 
'.•oinplimout to thorn at this Pusscwr season—a 
compliibent which, when it cost him nothing, 
they knew that he was quite wdlun* to pay — 
he would take their judgment on trust and pro¬ 
reed upon it. Amt they stul hone *>. They 
will let Pilate know how good a right they have 
to expect this so moo. at his Knud; Imw much 
they will be offended it hr refuse it. When the 
question,, then, is put to them. c ' What accusation 
briAg ye against this num T tliev content them ¬ 
selves with saying, - It tie were not a malefactor, 
we woultknot have delivered him up to thee," 
—words* of haughtiness and injured pride. * Do 
you tliink that we. the whole assembled Sunbed - 
vim; we, the very first inen m this Jewish com 
inuhrty over which von happen to have liven 
placed; wo. who have come, po you, as we are. net 
often want to do, and arc here before your gates to 
ask n very easy act of compliance with our will, 

- -do you think that we would have broughl this 














government. Ho refused to entertain a ques¬ 
tion about the rights of inheritance between two 
brothers, saying to him who sought liis inter¬ 
ference, “Man, who- made me a judge or u 
ruler over you ?” These very men, who are now 
about to"frame their first accusation of him be¬ 
fore Pilate, had tried to get ]ilm to pass his 
judgment upon the, abstract question as to vhe • 
fcher it was lawful to pay tribute to Cmsar or not, 
■find had failed in their attempt to entangle him. 
Wlrnt concealment, then, what deception, what 
oifroutery of falsehood in it,—and it shows to 
what extremity they were driyep,—that when 
forced to adduce some specific accusation, they 
said, “We found this follow perverting the na 
lion, and forbidding In give tribute to Ca j sar, 
saying that he himself is Christ a King !’' They 
here bring three dillerent accusations against 
him, not one of which—in rival sense in which 
alone they desire that Pilate should understand- 
them—they hnow is true; and one of which, 
the central one of the three, they know is ab¬ 
solutely, and in every sense of it, false. But 
it suits their object to represent the accused 
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BEFORE PILATE. ^ 

that *any anww to it can Iw given; a *pi£s- 
tion not uttered sueeringly or acofcnglv, but- 
'. rather sadly and bitterly .so Jar as lie limisult 
la concerned, having come to regard all truth 
as a phantom ; and with a kmdlv, to)e*unt, 
half-pitying, half envious fueling towards Jbsns, 

- - with that question put to Jesus bv the' wav, 
Pilate goes out to the Jews, aud says to them 
boldly and emphatically, “ T iind in him no fault 
at nilthe laultlessncaft of Christ jickodWledged, 
Ills kingly claims sfiarctly comprehended, aud so 
far as oompreheiided, rejected, perhaps 

lid cadi of us now ask himself, How'stands 
it as to me and this kingdom of the 
one gnat King of the true ? Is Jesuaj^Jhrisf to 
.me the way, the truth, the life? JJoes truth, 
simple, pure, eternal truth, stand expressed and 
■exhibited to mo in those words, those pitivers, 
those acts, those sufferings, that life, that death, 
of Jesus Christ ? The witness that he bore to 
• the truth, in the living of that life and the dying ^ 
of that death.—have I listened to it, and be-" 
lieved in. it, and submitted to it ? Am 1 of 
‘ the truth; a simple, humble, earnest seeker after 





